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JX Su* T,ie b,R d - 


fil'd , t f pur t '“ 1 ' / cattlB— 

J,i» |ll -'u Vr Stocker c ()ld8> l0 In- 
Lnd 18 al ,d l"°, J , nr » ralsInK 

for beof # mlHf slock h»s 
U ?.« A wot « i* housewife 
e9« n,, !^«Bht I" fcv inn 


_ brooK'^ •" ' m0 re .lerteys, 

de»»"f n s , or Guernseys ftnd 

1IUI.W 1 "* tor home 8UPP , * 


SSlTp «» 

.'**a,ss b .—h 

»»«V5J.H S 

The hir T.pr of course. Mennave 
Ing as S riiT Who never heard 

grown to B,,tur d L BO ng of the old 

1 1'roer h 1S o n e°verse of which went some 

Sis, *«»» *• - ,hree 

le gK 'd stool. uc ic e t at knee. 

r:rrAS-™ - 

Tliej°ca a o’t make a milker of me! 

"I , he W ay a painted bucket was a 
WO cden factory made one, b "“fhtat 
.he store The term painted was 
applied to differentiate between the 
heavier, more lubberly bucket made 
bv some handy man in the communl 
tv 1 have not heard the term in 
years, now I come to think about in 

1 see now I have once again started 
to write something hard to stop in 
allocated space. To make as neat a 
landing as possible, let me say that 
our town has survived and prospered^ 
during the late depression on the mil 
lion dollar annual Income of Pocahon 
tas county farmers, mostly derived 
from livestock Each and every one 
ol us has a stake in the expansion of 
livestock industry, through better 
breeding and better care of cattle and 
sheep on these everlastiug hills 
Much can be learned from the experi 
ence of the old time stockman, who 
came up from disaster by producing 
a better steer when the cheap beef 
from wild cattle from the western 
plains flooded ttie market. What 
grandpa did to save his business, we 
can do to improve ours. Dr Wilson, 
up at the University Faim, says the 
solution of our live stock problems 
lies in the breed, care and feed 
These three, but the greatest of these 
is feed. ! 

So we say to all those who follow 
the track of a steer It looks like good 
tithes are coming back in the cattle 
busloe>s, and that right soon. In 
f®ct the text 1 had in miDtl when 1 
started to write was the news that 
( ousln Cara Beard topped the Balti 
[Bore market with a couple of car 
il »ads or three year old steers, 1300 
j J?“ nd * a *d belter, to net him around 

• _ a hundred weight. 



Soo>» wb *J U ha J *d* of authority as 
1 , u cl. f*P» b ' e ' , 10 t8 the wife, poor 
MU5 M»bfl- ' or J)mi i made the 

d»»;> • 1 " d s i„cere and all to the Roodj 

,,e r, aclly sh o rf#o|uUo0 t0 quit ao 

s? " h of my ruonlnR around. / 

11,1,1 . i»h 1 bad made a hand 

To bB *S. Of dii on s deer hunt] 

f ° r *irt° l fl P at foot broke down undel 
An «L d re°and an Infection resulted 

ThTblood sirea® to actlnR uj> 
^ , ir ;nd they put me to bed foy 
0 f three days with my foot ini 
sling This was different from Ihl 
metaphorical sllnffs I am always put) 
my foot in. The orders wer« 

positive and plain: from here on 1 
*asto act my age. Being on the 
anxious seat, I readily assented *Dd 
expected to comply* 

Mv word being out before witness¬ 
es, it was with me the summer of 
self righteous pride which precedes 
the fall I declined with regret cer¬ 
tain public appearances to break a 
few random rt-marks. Ofdinsirllji 1 
would have risked a better leg than 
juy *orse one to have accepted such 
kind invites. 

Con.e last Sunday afternoon; I was 
humped up in the chimney corner, 
wiili shoes off before the fiie, a won 
during In my mind If duty was not 
calling (or the sacrifice of a 
six ualie walk In the woods 
ch»ck up on the birds, beasts and 
varmints, lor a long range oreoast on 


The gentleman with the kindest 
Intention In the world, con-ddamlel) 
Inquired If 1 had expene* moner, If] 
n ot, Ii^ wo pld . wire an b ojouh t &utfl 
dffifiT. h) ggone. th^oTd Tiny don’t 
know his mountain peopled to realize 
t hat I f l^d.id not have. >bp. tooney by 
me or knew where 1 could get It, 1 
would have had to pdtiely refu e the 
in vile for very good reasons, such a** 
being In bed with bear scratches, and 
quarantined for rabies. 

Incidentally, the record should 
show that well heeled neighbors did 
shell nut liberally on the spur of my 
gieat moment In amounts more than 
sufficient I am further moved to 
remark the old saying is still true 
that we mountain people are like 
wild hogs in that -»e eat each other, 
bui let one of us tqueal. and the 
whole drove packs to his relief. 

generations my people 

some 

ie a?»d some tlmes'after the 
but none of the breed ever 
iong trail awmdmg with 
heart. Flow 
lie old saying, no 


• For seven 

have tn hk. d i he Seneca Trail 
i tiiii-s b* !«• 

1 dliii*— 

we«*t that 

gitalei I repi.ial.iun of 
t ver.“ >( u know 

tool, no fun, so I went along deter¬ 
mine 1 lu have a good lioo- regardless. 
Out how 1 did diead it all. On. why 
should ilie heart of a mortal be 
ptouul 

for to | — 

The trip from the settlement on 
nother train ride. At the 
directions to cah 
Reporting tneie. 
In which the 
thort aid simple annals of a poor 

• were jotted down for 
lor the shoit period attempted t| se proles:*iona. script writer to pul 
However I want long* *11 hm meets and bounds for five 
er range forecasts myself, to consult minutes of dialogue—no more, no 
the r ut eat. rs in the fall as to gener ) r „ 8 Then at pnirii merits were made 
al prohpect6 for a hard or 6oft winter; f 0 i studio rehearsals. Here your 
then in read s gn weekly for the im- reading voice is trnd out to fit rad»o 
nudist* pel lt d ahead. broancas li g; the script revised. add 

As I pondered to make believe ed to and cut ou ; words marked fur 
theie w as SatIblaOt Ion in ti*c conceit tmpha-is. 1 hen other rehearsals lor 
of ha vii g been a pnwerful man in my ti e revi-ed sciipi. Ail this was ju*i 
day, tl e telephone j-tngled to br»ak about as dull a© dish water and as un 
the silence of the sour hour It wa* Interesting as preparations for the 
Kew York, "We the People” were oio home town pageant. 

’caTtlng'Tb know wa»erireri'C"rrtd-catch Mouthing over a srootar eous little 
the n» xt train rut for the big towm, outtiursl Soon causes it to lose fl vor 
‘Tortotr^arrfXhiDit rm th^popular anc j me flit as a board, no mailer 
radio broadcast which advertises bow sc iililnaitng in the morning sun 
Sanka Coffee. It seemed a typica' \i may appear when first expressed 
country editor was wanted, aud SouieLtit g like messing tip uulteifly 
would 1 be their huckleberry ? wings by loo mucb handling, if you 

In the words of ti e truth in ar catch my point, 
advertlsln. sign of an old lime mer j |, a vesaid before It is ever a pain* 
chant, I said go no further to ge 1 fyj uuly for me t» vivisect‘my feeble 
cheated; 1 would be un band. j*sls to show the works to those who 


as Just 

hotel, there were 
the Crip aln’s office 
an interview was had 

wea 1 her "forecasts; their twenty-four I w w w ... 
liour predictions are to be depended country editor 
upon l 

to be coven d 






«r§ ©re being no pari nor pared of 
©tiling Mi in) make up. there wan 
,»tvinpUiluu lo bauotue temperament 
*'i p)rviui leal, bi common, everyday 
j,ogu*g* So like the dumb, driven 
% * |,toil 1 am 1 plodd*d along the 
jn.ts laid « ut lor me. 1 Dually real¬ 
ized 1 had nt* particular dehire lo live 
through 11 all*. for 1 knew lull well if 
1 was allowed even to come back to 
the Git* nbr ter Valle), 1 could never 
kupe to live tmallei down. 

To teiieve tense eader suspense. I 
%k III here sa) 1 did live through the 
r>jL p rlence. and have returned lo the 
|*.uu) of my family. The seen audi 
ence which packed the big theatre 
responded lo Ihe weak gag* about the 
lame as a gathering or mountain peo¬ 
ple; there were kind, encouragln 
words f rom the n.juagement; thei 
has been a flow of fan mall: even th 


C^W U '!. r 00 th * Job l,ul n, K>>l w »» 

N «ni boat racing son of 

N“Plun e . * hoM bpee(1 bo ; u h# ® e 

“««■ “-ere I* no one 
1 vv,lh the nerve to challenge him 

There w.b the Interesilng Major of 
H)« laU) royal nevy of Kuiala. who 


I t I m - -# ~ ww IIV 

• k gos fust mllllaty planes for Atoer- 
# loa these da)s. « 

Then there were Mr and Mrs George 
Lowther, of New York, whose recent 
couriship through mandamus pro 
c odings and their elopement and 
marriage has been heralded from 
cuast to coast In the dally papers 
They are a nice young couple and 1 
am for them. If they will send me 
their address when they go to house 
keeping. I will help them start right 
to the extent of a year's subscription 
to the Pocahontas Times. 


The remaining feature of the pro 
gram was a group of'boys from the 
Bowery, who play harmonicas. They 
were bright little diekenses, with the 
souls of,artists. I got real chummy 
with them. Don's 'ask me their 
namesf I can hardly~prononnee. much 
less spell them. They were of Ital¬ 
ian extraction, mostly. 


f t My little skit was a dialogue be 
tween two editors. Exhibit Number 
'One was Editor SchoeDsteln of the 
New York Journal American, 660.000 
circulation, 1600 employees Exhibit 
Number Two was your Editor of the 
Pocahontas Times, 3.000 subscribers, 
3 employees. I cottoned to the city 
editor no end; he is smart and he is 
likable. What a mao I could have 
made of him if 1 had caught him 
early enough to train him up %s a 
country editor. Here his personality 
would have touched humanity direct 
— a light on a bushel and not under 


The Confederacy was pretty well 
represented on the stage that night, 
in addition to this unrecDnstructed 
rebel. The director, Mr Stronach. Is 
one of the Virginia Cousins from 
Clark County. Miss Jane Pickens is 
a professional singer, whose head is 
as red as the clay hills of Georgia 
from whence she came. These two 
have joined the Yankees and now 
live In New York. 

Then there was that son of the far 
South. Will Davis, executive secre 
tary of the Board of Trade, city of 
Pensacola, Florida, turkey hunter and 
hound dog man. nis mother was a 
professional singer. _ About forty 
years ago, her singing of the ever 
popular song "O Promise Me.' 
was transcribed on a vlctroU record. 


Mr Davis bouglit diligently. 
the People" had one for him in an 
hour after his plea had gone out over 
the air. — 1 
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Mrs Phoeb* Ellen Zlckafoose Lam¬ 
bert wii born at Cate. Pendleton 
County, November 13, 1402; she de 
parted thin life Decembe 1. 1930, at 
her home at Greenbank, aged 77 
years and 21 days She wan a daugh¬ 
ter of the late Sampson and Sarah' 
Simmons Zlckafoose, She Rsurvhed 
by her half brother, Robert Mullcnux, 
and her half sister, Mrs Pearlle Laui 
bert, both of Cherry Grove 
On August 19, 1880, sue became the 
wife of James R Lambert To this 
union seven children were born. She 
In survived by l.er aged husband, and 
two children, Mrs Boyd Cilgler, of 
♦KrankMn and Mrs Home: Cassell, of 
Greenbank; also by twenty three 
grandchildren 'and four great grand 
children. 

At the age of twelve years. Mrs 
Lambert mude profession of her faith 
jai.d united with the United Brethren 
[Church, ever living (he faithful, con 
jhlstent life of a Cnrlsttun. She was a 
‘great church worker, a teacher In the 
Suhhuth School, ready to do every¬ 
thing In her power to advance The 
Kingdom. She waa a sympathetic 
friend and neighbor, a loving and 
affectionate mother. 

The funeral service was held from 
the Greenbank Methodist Church by 
Rev t^uade It A rhug4*«t HurUI In 
the At ho vale Ccuirten beside the 
graves of her son and daughter. The 
pall hearers were her grandsons and 
tl»C flower hearers her granddamh- 
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totht KunrcvffU loom. Wtll 
known wen of l’Ocatmnlsv countrj 
M«re in the etc*. N •«)♦*• such aw 
il.i ne are familiar jo I tie older gtner 
atlon. Bland Nottingham. John W 
Carpenter, Sherman Sutton. Wise 
Gilllsple. Harper Smith, Le* U» Lynch 
and* J A, (Jimmie) Kirkpatrick. 


On January 5. 1886, my father. C 
. SutU) n moved from hit fat hern* 
'Irro near Greaobank to what Is now 
Mill Cree**' then It was called Do* 
io«n. We le't grandfather's farm 
emr |? In the morning with our house* 
nold goods ,oided on tw0 covered 
Maeotu. One wagon was driven by. 


as driven by 
imy" uncle Samuel Sutton aod the 
otiier by Asbury Sheets. Mol her 
jnd 1 rode In Pnole Sam's wagon 
*hlie father walked and drove two 
cows. Tbe first day we pot as far as 
Travelers Repose, and there we spent 
the night with Mr Peter D. Yeager 
arid his good wife. 

In those days the East Fork of the 
Greenbrier was not bridged so It was 
| Decessary to ford the stream. Ice had 

. t s . . * a -L- • ' . ■ 


B. Arbogas;, or Uncle Pnlfe, as he 
was affeiionately known, was post 
roaster and I was his assistant. 

Days when O’Connell and the con¬ 
struction camps pall off were liable to 
be rough and 1 have changed the 
mall while John Bell or Gralz Slaving 
stoed guard with a Winchester. 

When the C & J reached what is 
now West Durbin and tbe C S: O 
what Is now Durbin, both had their 
survey through what Is called the 
Narrows Just! above Durblo. Both 
roads were anxious to lay steel thro¬ 
ugh the gap and the C & O got the 
jump on the C & I They rushed a 
►crew in one Saturday night In Oct-o* 
her 1902 Sunday saw intense activ¬ 
ity and when evening came a flat car 
loaded witn lies stood at the end of 
steel That Is where the switch Is 
H I . J located going Into Pocahontas Tanning 

'Jay we reached cheat Bridge and Company siding. 

l" 11 '? ho r of Mr 1 have seer, Durbin «rro* from this 

£xs~.r •=M K.ysriyiEjra 

Mother had walked and driven the Junction of the WM and C&O 
cows for quite some distance and had Rail Roads. Grown from two houses 
, t ro “® ^f r r . feet * The , ntIt morninR a post office and one small country 
p. _ * b,tler 50,(1 as only It can be on store to an almost model town. To 
I ,f l .Jounialn. Mr Cromer sent day we have paved streets, a water 

?ailh 8 t aD( K U>e0n J O r he ,1St topb > system second to none in the state, 
sleigh to where a Mr Lindsay lived, modern electric lights and power 

, M ° L J?f_ andrs LiDdha >* Prepared a from the West Penn, a consolidated 


of learning Mr Flynn, Mr .Batson, 
Mr Hedrick Mr McMIllion and Mr 
Pose over. These men. assisted by as 
Hue a group of teachers as anywhere 
In the State have made our school 
a top ranking one. 

1 really.started out to describe the 
difference In transportation -between 
Greenbank and Mill Creek fifty years 
ago and today but got sidetracked 
and rambled around until I have 
given a condensed history of Durbin. 

To show the difference In modes of 
' ransportaliun i would suggest a trip 
in a 1940 model car over State Route 
2$ and U. S. 250. 

Mrs P F L&dt-s. 

Durbin, W. V*. 
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n< “ r lo reoent year. ] 

vour ooai®“ nu on co y° Le 

»«d DJ J0U 

tt !! ,»,«!• »re there? 

kno* wb H 1 *. njy forty year* l)*v»- 

i Thlrl /,ni j n Webster -have been 
Zed t,,e " e / r a ad fe; n ye 8 ar h « O0 |ln same 

g V jjVwr IlfelurLur BQgUQK 

•ea‘on I h»*e rn%na«d J he hnie ° r 
WPhster and adjoining counties 
About rh** vears of 1027 and 102S 
The Cherry River Boom and Lumber 
Company had some Spaniards nr half 
Mexicans near Tea Creek on Gauley 

One of their sports was doir fighting 
They al 60 brought Into Gauley co 
votes to fight their dogs. It was 
great ep rt to them I have seen 
them shipped by press to -Camden 
on Gauley 'from Western states 
Camaen on Gauley was the shipping 
point for the Gauley River. lumber 
woods. Some of the coyotes were 
turned loose at Tea Creek and others 
Escaped in the same locality 

This may not be anything npw to 
vou. but If you did not know it. then 
I will be glad to have informed you 

Claude A. Case. 

Lost Creek, W. Va. 


Hunters from Bath and Alleghany 
Counties. Vlrjtiala, are preparing to 
gather at Muddy Run, near Warm 
Springs, on Thursday. February 1. to 
hunt down the wolf or coyote which 
has killed over one hundred head of 
'beep for the farmers along Jacksons 
River the past year It is believed 
the varmpnt is denning In the Rocky 
Spring Hollow. 


Dennis Griffin of Clovellck caught 
the monster wild cat or bay lynx of 
the woods one day last week. It was 
forty five Inches long from tip to tip. 
and would weigh nearly forty pounds 
The books give tlTe average length of 
a bay lynx at thlrtyslx Inches and Its 
weight at twenty pounds. This big 
cat was caught In a steel trap, set 
near the boundary of the.- Seneca 
State Forest. 

% 
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Years ago some prominent people 
in the world outside rook to task my 
brother, the late Andrew Price; Ja^w 
come *h§ peFsTsIed“ : To''*Trve *in thfs" 
sparsely settled county, to hide under 
a bushel his bright light aa an able 
lawyer and writer. In time he gave 
reply, expressing his sentiments in a 
really outstanding poem. I print it 
again, to Bi>ow why we all like to live 
like Riley od Nameless Creek, where 
we are so happy and so pooc: 


The life I live, the life I prize 
Seems tame to world-worn weary eyes; 
Those frantic souls spurred on by 
lust, 

For power and place till all is dust; 
They never know the sweet release 
Among the purple hills of peace. 


I know not what the years may hold, 
My dreams may fade if I grow old, 
But this I know, each golden year, 
Makes home, and friends, and life 
mure dear. 


Each year the heavens brighter 
gleam, ^ 

Each year enhances field and stream. 
Jome with me to the mountain height 
Bathed in a flood of morning light. * 

On every side the mountains stand, 
Awful, indomitable, grand, 


Yet through an all-wise Thesmothete 
The wild flowers bloom about our feet 
I kouw I gaze with raptured eye, 

On scenes that once I idled by; 

I envy not the potentate, 

The rich, the mighty, high and great. 
My books, my friends, my mountains 
free, 

Have been and are enough for me. 
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- I. JU > lon whooime 

... *«i f a mil) I# connected I nl ° l, “’ ^V ( #c ^* Became herefrom 
Thr , S m« oo famlljr. The wife ^Jv 0 *^ the Nicholas Trail 

. i; Day!on WM» Mlas I! the blicK Forest, it Is said 

ofJudga * |*the Honoruhle d,h ke(1 1° wear shoes, and that 

s,n 7 ; |!» V ion of Charleston, leading I ke ?. th J distance barefooted, 
Arl,u,r Yiitsumllng Shakesperlan I*| arr )Wg bis shoes and only putting 

U r y | f r«f his generation, and a recog If ,em °® * l,en be came In eight of 
T*\« cr.tIc R to the field of picture IJ. 1 ® cou f rt house - An J*ay. the ser- 
nlinUoff 1 What I aoi leading up to'‘ Ce ?' 1 strong lawyer was then 
the late Judge Dayton was the a ^ ,e to , an °PPosed people. 1 
Z if the late Spencer Dayton. lie don * kno * of any of the trumped up 
came f from Connecticut along about |“ l 'J der cas es coming to trial; certain 
scuue time In the early fifties or ^| 1,ere ''ere no convictions; eventu- 
,. t|) forties to practice law. This he all> through the years the Indict 
did extensively In a whole block of | me A nts , we /. e thrown out of court, 
counties which are now In central 
West Virginia incidentally when 

his grandson, Arthur, moved from -- 

Philippi to Charleston some years! , *» "here the case was baffled 
since, the name of Dayton was remov B °. n f ““W the state restored the 
ed from the list of attorneys at the I r, Ky D ° r franchise to the Confederate 
bar of ^arbour county, where it held I b0 ; d,er ’ and tiien dropped, 
honorable position for eighty years— I 1 ,,,s * sk etchl!y. Is the tradition of 
grandfather, son and grandson I jP e noer Dsyton. the lawyer from the 

Spencer Dayton is a tradition inf ^ ort h. In Pocahontas county at u 
Pocahontas county, and I have let ) 1 ,£D ® * l,en 8 lot of good people sure 

. I_ A I* rxff «T>lrlvAiif 11 nPPfi^H f In* h. 


a r J- ^urb, 

rain*. ! ‘ e | nd,ctra ent against Cap 
ta n Mapher In some way appeal was 

t aken to the Federal Court at Clarks 


rucanuui/da i.uuuij, ouu X iia>c jcl 

the old people die off without finding 
out about his practice and service 
here In reconstruction times. Of 
course Ids family has written some 
thing about him And his ancestors 
tracing the line over to Old England 
and even running It down to Kunny 
Meade, whatever and wherever that 
was, 1 — 1 — T —* * — - *- • 


, needed the help he so abfy and so 
cheerfully rendered them. 

people TJipv i our P rom loent 

soIdlerV ln7 ££ ‘Zl, ?°?/ ederatB 

civil courr t, ere la Jed before a 
I court o answer for acts of war 


--III 

a man can easily take In too much 
territory and spread himself too thin. 
A man’s responsibility muBt need 
have boundary somew here. 

In the years Immediately following 
the war between the states, the re 
construction judge was a carpetbag 
cer from Vermont or New flamp 
s dre by the name of Nat Harrison, 


whatever and wherever that 7 answer Tor acts of war 

—. . reckon 1 ought not admit I, HI 1 k,nd °f leaked out that thp in 
am so provincial and narrow as to f . ment w °uld be quashed bv thp 
hsve small Interest heyond my own l°n CaSh cons| deratlpn. 1 never 

Valley and Stale. Hut then doggone „ d b te11 or an J' of the true bills bl 
a man can easily take In too much S 0 l £ c ^ re m thto easy ’ < '.et, 

;»"• c.„u? 5 r^v £;■ 

of tlj 0 iOfh \fi ! 

was not thrown ‘out of ‘ a CaFalry ' 

sometime in the elcliMp • c< ? urt ur,l H 

Homer Holt w as ;on ttobS* 

E™ come huo 

what as attorney for defense in the with the dud R e rUrrUon 
last trial f or piracy on the high seas turn to Hewlsburg from tin. n’ * 

».;w“isss sdsasw - 

timcSe ° Dt0 C ' ear " ,S C,leDt80f »tad%te 8 ° u ;,^ U ‘ 0 “ Jr 

bratcd U t I flf | leen yeurs ufler the cele- ^ and Marlins l/ut torn turnon,' 8 
turns „ n t l, r AMi0rney Nat Harrison 1 »«« heard the rsp^ w.s J P ’ 

sfswra ,»e e r,:. h r eo ii " 

"an } nl c°oS *?»’5 ‘»'• ' hewUburg “court- 1 got W * l 

ls^r iect,om --t- 


j ’ All iills la Ju§t leading up to »»y 
that the late Spencer Dayton appear 
led on the scene at a time when a lot 
’ of good people were In need of an ad¬ 
vocate. The local attornejs were de 
barred by reason of the lest oath.! 
They could not a wear they had not! 
aided and abetted the late Southern 
Confederacy. 

Incidentally one of them, Captain 
D. A. Stopherdld stand and so swear. 
Having raised a whole company, call 
ed the Pocahontas Rescuea, and 
marched them off In the Tin Cup 
Campaign to Philippi as their cap 
tain; having collected some five min 
nle balls In bis body during the fob! 
lowing four years of war, the doughty 
captain was promptly indicted for] 
false swearing. Then he too appar-1 
ently stood In need of an advocate as 
much as anybody else/ 
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DR. JOHN M. YEAGER 
Dr John K. Yeager aged 63 yeani 
died Sunday afternoon, April 14, 
1940. For a year he had been in 
failing health, though up tP within 
a few weeks of his death he had 
been active in hi9 practice. The 
cause of hi6 death was paralysis, 
but in reality this beloved physician 
had worn himself out in service of 
sick and ailing humanity. 

On Tuesday afternoon his body 
was buried in the family plot in Mt 
View Cemetery. The funeral was 
conducted from the home in the 
presence of an immense throng of 
sorrowing friends by his pastor, Dr 
H. Malcom Sturm, of the Methodist 
Church. The pall bearers were C B. 
Moore, Frank King G S Callison. 
Kerth Nottingham, Richard Cur- 
rence and Senator Fred C. Allen. 

John Moody Yeager was bom at 
Bartow, April 7 1877. He was the I 
second son of the late Brown M. 
and Harriet Arbogast Yeager. Of his 
fathers family there remains his 
four brothers, Walker. Sterling. 
Bruce and Paul; his sisters, Mrs 
Brownie Gatewood and Mrs Texie 
Carroll. 

~ In 1902 Dr. Yeager was united 
in marriage to Miss Mollie Smith, 

| daughter of Captain A E Smith. To 
this union were bom four children: 
Guy M of Amingo; L A of Frank 

J in; Mrs Elmer Smith and Mrs W E 
^dlung, of Washington D. C. 

Dr Yeager was graduated in 
medicine V Louisville. Ky. in 1901 
and for 39 years has practiced his 
profession Tn Marlinton. lie had a 
large practice, which reached to 
every walk-of life. To rich and poor 
alike, his Sympathizing heart went 
out in his passion to heal sick and 
broken bodies. No one will ever 
know the good this beloved physi 
cian did for it should be skid he 
wore his life away and shortened 
his days in service to sick and suf¬ 
fering humanity. Blessed with a re¬ 
markable personality his circle of 
friends was wide for to know him 
was to love him 

“Know ye not that this day a 
great and good man h«6 fallen” 






- Sw 


YotTh are-heard hnw—Ifc—ttSsbeen 
said in old t'me: a bright young man 
got himself on credit a hand me down 
printing press and a shirt tail full of 
type, a bundle of paper and a daub of 
ink to launch a periodical on the sea 
of an unsuspecting public; to make 
an editor or become a slave in the 
attempt; a y one or both 
Out of the reek and wrack of such 
hit and miss procedures there did 
come out of such trials by fire a 
brand of old hickory, self made and 
self sustaining newspaper men. Of 
many it could he said of*such hardy 
souls they could take the biggest 
drinks of liquor and write the dullest 
editorials. However, in rare instan- 
ces~the flux was just right, the dross 
to consume, the gold to refiue, for 
from the flames would arise, pheenix 
like, an editor all to the good: — 
Would that I could go on with de* 
scriptive tribute to such an editor 
whose price is far above rubies, but 
the above labored writing is merely 
preface to saying future editors ol 
America are now being milled out 
in tire Department, of Journalism of 
tire University of West Virginia: 
“The education ar.d training of news¬ 
paper men and women should be on a 
level with the preparation of other 
leading professions.” And here, too 
would that 1 could jay off on to a 
piece of writing about how our Uni¬ 
versity is now fulfilling its sphere bj 
weaving strands into the warp and 
woof of citizenship which strengthen 
the fabric of our social order. This 
too will have to be deferred for J 
have some good wrising to present. 

Some sveeks ago I wrote a piece on 
the present low esiate of the Fourth 
Fstate: Dr. P. 1. Reed, head of tin 
University Department of Journal sm 
read the rambling observations and 
w>«s provoked to remark, in pari as 
follows: - . : ’ L- 

"The worst aspect of the whole 
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Entered at the Postoffice at Marlin- 
ton, W. Va., as second class matter. 

^CALVIN W. PRICE, EDITOR 


mnnsiny FEBRUARY 3. 1938 




load of lun « 
>truetlon oM 
mar Sanltari 


44 % * 111 i*je ne»* 

»‘”' tu! ' y U»* P K ’ ,cls,0 , n - ’ * 

» re ‘•/Vft., uu.'n»H»ttc Hock and 

u ' } Jin mV- f' ,r soroe . ff,rce , frcUJ 

ir< no! ' k * l V"forc* and ‘tocufeclean 

‘ " tM ttVaj When the editor 

IW u ^ JLi,crs iliewselves have ti.» 

• nd cc » nd cour8Re 10 look 
intd'UWjw Jfj tl e face Hf ,d tl.en s^i 

ttiloffs* f» '■> b0ID elhW.g about it, 
Pal J°J7«.t »»«™ d that whatev.. 

Llltve may discover in our 
wjtiknc - * likely to be lemeriled, 

Pr -°in' Hie journalistic scheme of 
i i “ the reader Is the import pt.i 

S. n.'.W ,Ve " e “' L h ' 5 

ervaot,. And so long as wc make i. 
lear In what we publish that we are 
1 st of all thinking of the g nera 
elfare, we are not going to get into 
riv dilliculty and are going to have 
lei.ty of staunch friends among -om 
adeis. But when we forget the 


Picture dd 2. v 
f or New Hospit?*^ 
ilariutn, a. State Insi 
treatment of Negroes 
tuberculosis. The ( 


Ting calf. Properly reeloforced, Mr 
Sharp went back to the spot where he 
hxd tired nine times and there beheld 
.what no hunter had seen before or 
since: Nine dead pant here; every 
shot had told with fatal fclTect. Il 
appears there were seasons when 
these animals went in packs and this 
aootars to have been one of those 


session room have e'er 
In pood repair and in 
Sunday School room na 
Strong pastors have se 
pie. In the early da 
such men as Dr. ICenn 
.Jersey; Dr. John C. Ba 
many years pastor 
Church in Charles tor 
Hamilton, later oi S' ai 
William T. Price XL 
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GreenbankHnrely *vi ! l ago of upper 
Pocahontas, is situated in the preen 
plain like valley of the Deer Creek 
and its North Fork. The first set¬ 
tlers came there prior to the Ameri¬ 
can P evolution from the Valleys of 
'the Shenandoah, ~ the Jackson, the 
Cowpasture a*»d the South Branch of 
the Potomac Rivers. These settlers 
were mostly Scotch Irish, wlih some 
English and German names 

1 have heard the name came from 
the grassy slope of the plateau o- 
which the old Liberty Church and 
the mod rn high school are silua'ed. 
Tbi6 sunny bank greens early In spring 
alY^o the name. However. 1 pul 
some dependance in the tradition the 
place was named for the sake of the 
village of Greenbank in old England. 
Anyway one of the ear'y settlers was 
William Nottingham, a native ol 
England, a part of whose farm is now 
a part of the Uriah Hevener estate 
He came here just after the Revolu¬ 
tion, and maybe he bethought him 
self of the village of Greenbank back 
home when he saw his new home sur 
roundings. 

Sometime prior to the Revolution 
John Warwick settled at the forks of 
J>eer Creek on lands still occupied by 
his descendants. Here he built the 
community fort, *s ea»ly as 1770 and 
mayte a year or two before the great 
rush into this valley beginning about 
tiiat year. The erection of this fort 
in such pood hunting and fishing 
country was exasperating to the In 
dians, and they were very trouble 
some to the settler* living within 
reach of the for. On one occasion 


I gets a letter the other day from a 
writer s project bringing the request 
to give some facls and figures about 
the Greenbank community, and some 
fancies in the way of a tall hunting 
story about Huntersville. 

To consider the last Item of the re¬ 
quest first, 1 will here again reprint 
the panther killing experience of 
h'qulre James Sharp, more than seen 
turyalrce The Squire w as a son of 
” bham Sharp, the pioneer, w ho set 
the! at Huntersville in 1773, at the 
of at out JO years. His declaration 
for a pension in 1832, recites that he 
Miw service In tlie campaign to the 

Indian towns in 1764. to bring back 
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••THE PATHFINDER OF THE SEAS" 



mericans have not always acknowledged the greatness of their fellowmen. 

, gJ1 characteristic of the Nation. While there are occasional movements 

^ ra recog-’ntion of tlie public services of some distinguished son of the Republic, 

. ere are still many who today are practically unknown by the American People. 

is unfortunately true of one whom all Europe proclaimed as the "greatest 

nerican of his times" but who is not familiar to his own ountrymen. 

It is therefore our privilege to give the first national record in an American 

Historical Journal of Coin ander Matthew *ontaine Maury, the American who charted the 

winds and the currents of the Oceans; who gave to the world the new science of 

% 

meteorology; who is in reality the father of the National Observatory at the seat 
of our National Government and who originated the great system today is known as 
the v/eather bureau. 

There is no American whose service to his generation vas so great and v/hose 
life at home was spent in such seclusion; about him there v/as the modesty of great- 
ness, for as an American he refused the highest scientific honors of Europe and 
renounced wealth, fame and even a palace as the gift of an emperor, to pass his last 
days in the hills of Virginia that he loved. Our beloved West Virginia shares tide 
^onor with Virginia, the Mother State. 

A friend of kings, he passed away in t ; >e beautiful little town of Lexington, 
Virginia, within the shadow of the graves of Robert E. Lee and General Stonewall 
Jackson. Through the Journal of American History the life and character of this 

Great American has just been completed. 

** % 

The investigator is an authority in southern historv Vho is intimately 
acquainted with those among whom Commander Matthew Fontaine ~aury spent his 
and from private historical sources has prepared this record. 


..Tien 


f 7h0UC h this invest iga ion a movement hue also been made for the erection 

nt American, with an appropriation from the Congress of the 

to the trem¬ 
or 9 monument 

.-overrent that he eo well served. 

• of the'past century, on the 14th of January, 1806, only 

7/ith the beginning 

/.-itv of Fredericksburg in the County of Sporrsylvania, Virginia, 

ten niles from the c«y 

’-atthew Fontaine Maury. He came of goodly stock, for there mingled in hie 

v/ft3 born 

oi nnrts the sturdy religious life of the French Huguenots and the 

nature, in equal pax , 

- ry of the English Cavalier. On his mothers side he belonged to the dis- 
ish^d Finer family of Virginia, while his name bears testimony that his paternal 
cestors were of the choice Huguenots who, from the persecutions of Catholic France 
stretched their arms to the new world. 

hen ’ 5 aury was only five years old, hi6 parents went to Tennessee and settled 
near the present town of Franklin. There 'raid the forests of Tennessee in the days 
of the early settlers, before advanced civilization had built her great highways of 
travel or her schools of learning, there grew up the lad who was to become the 

"Pathfinder of the Sea". 

Few were the early educational advantages of young Maury, but an accident in 
his youth that seemed to disqualify him for farm life, led his father to fixe him 

an opportunity at Harpeth Academy. 

The activity of his mind brought him into the special notice of his in¬ 
structors and the association ripened into life long friendship. 

J. H. Otey, afterward Bishop of Tennessee, and 7/illiam C. Hasbrouck, to 

whom Maury dedicated his work on "The Physical Geography of the Sea" were his 
teachers at the Academy. Maury's ambition was for a course at West Point but hie 
parents denied this to him. Young Maury left home without, fcie father's blessing, 
for without their knowledge he sought an appointment in the Navy. In 182d an 
inland lad of 19 years, Matthew ISaury received his ap ointment to the United States 

1'avy, and was assigned as midshipman on the frigate Brandywine 

m. , - <+ -aurv himself who first advocated 

There was no llaval Academy, for it was .. ury 

-he establishment of the great government school at Anapolis. 


. n t for Naval honors, must needs prosecute his studies acid 
0 f active eea service. It at once became evident that llaury 

tryins ' c,,ne3 

, , master both the theory and practive of his profession. 

ha d resolved to 


deck 


conrades of that early poroid relate that on the round spot of the quarter- 
, e c v ir .iked his diagrams in spherical trigonometry to enable him, when on duty 


, n( i f r0 , to employ the precious moments in useful study. It chanced that 

racing t0 

lie first year of his service, the "Brandywine" bore LaFayette from his visit 

to this country. 

Tradition tells us that the distinguished Marquis spoke many pleasant and en¬ 
couraging words to the studious midshipman. In 1826, Maury was transferred to the 
sloor-of-war "Vinciennes"—about to make a cruise around the world. The opportunities 
for study on this voyage were much to his advantage, and on his return home, he was 
ready for his examinations. 

In 1831, he was appointed master of the slocp-of war Falmouth" which had been 
ordered to Pacific waters. He at once sought diligently for information as to the 
best track for his vessel, but no reliable charts for his guidance were in existence. 
He keenly realized that here was a great need to be supplied and his hold and active 
brain forthwith began to grap le with the problem of ocean charts. 

On this vogage he observed the curious phenomenon of the low barometer off Cape 
Horn, and wrote upon the subject his first scientific paper and it was at this time 
that he began his textbook on navigation. * • 


At his home for a time in 1834, two import nt events occurred. He was married 
to ;iss Anna Herndon of Fredericksburg, Virginia. From this time on we find much of 
his time and life woven into the history of the old 'Burg on the Rappahannock. The 
other event that narked this year at home, w s the publication of his first book, 
treatise on navigati n, which became for many years a text bo k in the United 
States Navy, and vr>s in every essential particular outlined by Matthew Maury. 

He saw it as a vision from heaven with blessings to earth, and he failed not 
t0 ^ ro Phesy to his people. It was on his return from the Brussels Conference to 
Ms post p -t Washington, laden with honors that Ifeury stood clearly before the world, 


tin; 


f „ th , «•»'>' r “* *"*» SCienCe ” 0f hydrography and raeteoro - , y „ 

, , , . . ^ • Ho lea8 a man 

than .Hinder Van Jiumbolt declared him the "father of a nP 

a ne tf science", and was dia- 

-° r0n in hlS 90th mr Wrote W» a ferv-id letter , 

tter of congratulation. 

?he S ” P1C De POt ° f Charts instruments entrusted to «. 

, ,, . sted to the young li outer.' 

became a national (.■ servatory, with the great ran of 

.. . cience as its superintendent. 

in all rticulars this National Observatory under 

- under uury, outlined and conprehended, 

what now at Washington is divided into four serv,™^ ^ 

separate departments. Science has con- 

ferred no greater boon upon the world than the r-r Q + 

great ocean cables, that flash the 

E U " ° f C ° ~' ner ' aury ti,at fr “" all this dry data brought forth 

those scientific deductions that revolutionized the ship sailing of the world. 

This toot form in a series of six charts and eight loro, r „ 

- folio volumes of "Sailinr 

Direction", that conprehended all waters in everv cli™ 

^ line where fly the white sails 

of civilized —erce. The charts are known as "Lfaury'e wind and currents chart" 
and are styled "Track Charts," "Thermal Charts," and "Storm and Rain Charts." 

They exhibit with wonderful accuracy, the winds and currents, their force and 

C ‘ ireCtl ° n ^ diff6rent S6aS0nS ° f the year » the temperature of the service waters, 

- e calm belts and trade winds, the rains and the storms. 

ThS 6ieht V ° 1Une3 Qre ° f ,,Sailin S Directions" and are brim full of the most 
„, th niUtlC:il information, and are treasures to every intelligent seaman. 

Ch ‘ rtS " nd dlrec ticns, the navigator knows for each season, and in all 
waters v/here v i Jt 

6St chances for a swift and safe voyage. Some idea of the 

i.bra can he formed from the statement that 20,000 copies of "Sailing 

* oc o i on 

• ere distributed gratuitously to the merchant vessels. 

„ P Ctlcul result to the navigator of the revelations of this great 

rathfi nder of t , 

. ° ea " llQS teen that in the most difficult of ell sea-voyages 

fro® Kew York tn 

^on-Francisco, around Cape Horn, the trip has been shortei t-4 

J orty <j a , fa 

+ , ’ a,ld ^ as teen estimated that in shortening the time and lessening 

ne da ngers 0 f Se& _ 

i ~ V °y a S e there has been a saving te the world's commerce of not 

sa tha ” 540,000,000 . 


annually. 



„ pf Maury'8 work was Bhovm when on one occasion, the - 

aC cur# c > . ^ 

troops board aevorely damaged in an Atlantia hurricane 


San Francisco" 

• The helpless 


U IQ 


r5 ci drifted out to 

The secretary of the Navy appealed to Uaury, who estimted where wind end 
„„ acting upon a helpless wreck, would drift the vessel, with a blue pencil 
he tnrfced the spot on his chart. To this spot relief was sent, and the survivore 


rescued• 

In his "Physical Geography of the Sea", in his discussion of "Sea Routes", 
jjeury has this to sayi "So to shape the course on voyages as to make the most 
of winds and currents at sea, is the navigator's art. How the winds blow and the 
currents flow along this route is no longer a matter of opinion or subject of specula¬ 
tion, but a matter of certainty determined by actual observation. The winds and the 

♦ 

weather daily encountered by hundreds v/ho have sailed on the sane voyage before him 
and ’the distance made good 1 by each from day to day, have be6n tabulated and 


arranged for the mariner; nay, his path has been literal y blared through the winds 
for him on the s ea; mile posts have been set up on the waves, and finger-boards plant — 
®d, and time tables furnished for the trackless waste •” 

The international character of the work soon led to an international conference. 

It was at Usury's instance that in 1853 the United States called the celebrated brus.els 
conference . it was a notable gathering of scientific men. Nearly uvery important 
maritime nation was there represented and a systematic plan of co-operation provided. 

It voe at this conference that Maury advocated the extension of tbs eune system of 
noteorological observations to land also and thus furs, . »e,th.r bur.su, helpful to 
Agriculture. This he contlnued t „ urge „ d agitate in-bi. “* 

0,W the vmaut until the very close of hie life. The Sign “ 1 ; " V ‘ C * I 

r: ' Cth " —successfully operated in the world today f- continent t. continent 

"* f0r «>U the debt is duo to Maury, for the great Atlantic cable » - » 

r “ di °"t 8p5rk » that flew from hie anvil ae he wrought. 

- ^ founded tne * - 

The Ph y s Icnl Geography of the Sea end its neteoro 'i J 

of °ature ar.d land before us her me jest 


IS. 




t 0 r of a pure English style he setB before us the marvelous phenomena 

0 f enrth and soa. 

‘•aster of a pure English _style he sets before the marvelous phenomena of earth 
e 1 and air, in thought and language that flows deep and strong, and warm end 
lifa giying like the great current of the Gulf Stream. 

. o American has ever received higher testimonials from foreign contries; 

- iers of Knighthood were bestowed upon him by the Emperor of Russia, King of Den- 
pr v rinK of Portugal, King of Belgium and Emperor of France, while other countries 


n his honor 


struck gold medals 

during his pontificate and Idasimilian decorated him with the "Crest of our Lady 
Gaudalopue". By special request Alexander Von Humbolt bestowed upon h'ra the 
"Cosmos Medal", struck in honor of the great Baron. It is the only duplicate of 


that medal in existence 


The Cambridge University of England conferred on him the degree of L.L.D 


It is aaid that in Berlin there stands a statue to his memory. Thus Kings, to do 


him honor, took delight. The only civilized nation that has withheld adequate 


recognition of his services has been the government of the United States. All 
that has come to him from his ovm government has been the meager pay of his rank 
in the h aV v. 


In the Capital City where for twenty years his great brain projected influerc e 
that are blessing the v/hole civilized world today, end are the very honor and glory 


01 our own land, there stands no memorial of his service, no bronze or marble to 
tel1 of hi s greatness. There is not even a bust nor a portrait in the National 
Observatory v/here his v/ork was done. ***• ^ 

l7hen this nation built itB National Library, from all nations and all ages 
' Lre brou ght names through worthy to be woven into the beautiful Mosaic of that 
rational structure, but while the antiquarian dug deep to find some of the names 

th « there> „ e look in ra . n 

,Jnder tho very shadow of th« Capitol, became the founder of twin eciencea 


born on our native ©oil and 



the ends of 


£25X0 the mind with their wonders and shed light and blessingv 

the earth. 

The claims of Maury for recognition at the hands of this nation v. 

UT? on Military service, or any relation he bore, or did not bear that bro\, reB ^ 
to war. It rests upon a service that saves live and property, a service ti 
one of the brightest stars that adorn the victories of peace. 

Maury is one of the greatest names that adorre the history of Virginia. \ 
not think the name of Maury is forgotten in his own land. *t is too closely wo 
into his great science ever to be lost to the world. 

The Congress of Meteorology must render to the name of Maury a tribute of 

. 

profound gratitude, as the founder of our science and the highest honor for his 
great researches in every department of this science. 


1*-10 


Welle y. l.cLaugnlin 
i.arlinton, V/. Va. 







POCAHONTAS Cul’Ni Y 


C liapter 




Section 4 - part b - question 1. 


You asked for a socially inherent reason lor the 

formation of a sepai-ate county. I looked through the 
County Records and all oi’ the Histories of the counties 

of w/iich .ocahontas had been a part and could not find 
the answer to this question. In desperation I went to 
JCr. Calvin Price and he assured me that this had never 
been put in print but that he could give me the reason 
and that I could quote him. 

It seems that the people from Harlinton, Huntersville, 
and this section of the county had to go to Warm Springs 
to Court. The people from Greenbank and the upper part 
of the county had to go to Franklin. The people from 
the Elk section of the county had to go to Beverly, and 
those from Swago and the lower end of the county had to 
go to Lewisburg. Mr. Price says that the people in what 
is now Pocahontas County being more or less related, they 
just decided to form a compact county of their own with 
the county seat at Huntersville. 

If this isn’t sufficient information, let me know 
and perhaps I can get something more from Hr. mice, for 
at times he seems to be our only source 01 information, 
and he is always most kind about helping us. 



lK-4.Mil.- Trip . 

Iti *lnl<- R«nd Coninr^fiou Inform 

* " Camping* Picnicking Are I’< 

with a '“XWwff C typ4cnl l W 

‘SK'SSSfiK ».,d 

'^ssrSm .«. — 

Mrs Luis Ford, in one of her Ust 4 
lclf os Chief Of the information de- 
.rhnrted a *183-10110 trip I 


rass farmlands and past Dro flfl 
fountain Battlefield state park, 
KF r e~ v n ic fuugh r-r m e of the long- 
st engagements of the Ci vil wg r. 
id Watoftn State pa rk where one 
lay pause lor a swim in 


the cool 

ftnountain waters of Watoga lake. 

State Route 39. which intersects 
.vith 319. goes to Minnehaha Spring s, 
a summer recreational resort sug¬ 
gested as a good stop-over on the 
trip. 

From this point, the tour goes 
north on Route 28—a cool, scenic 
idrlyejjtrough the heart of the Mo¬ 
rion g^ela^atioDnlforest--to Judy 
Ga rTwtierc a good iforest roaV} lea ds 
f.o» Spruce Kaiob, tnc highest point 
In'the state. Use of U. S. 220 is 
I'.nen ndised by Mrs. Ford to Pelcrs- 
laurg—a drive that follows the South 
Branch of the Potomac for some dis¬ 
tance and passes the Smoke Hole 
area, famed as a fisherman’s para¬ 
dise. where cabins may be rented. 

Seneca Brautv Cited 

For the return trip, Mrs Ford sug- 
rcsts Statv Route 4, east and then 
ontheast through the limestone 
country where mighty rocks such 
as 900-foot Seneca provide a scene 
not often* witnessed by the city 


I vj/!e State 
f to Butkhit 
*urg State 
5 V) In R 
EiJ rt« and 
a t uir that 
'tate t*i*rk 
*i»« far m. 


r 4 tn Charleston— 
c the Hrlley River 
the French Creek 
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■ , ., r .r*fc ffHiri»y, ft gi. Ihf MB (Mr ill Vf 

• N I* i• ■ ip 111* lm*n-ci 
* powerful "h uluee 

H va i e; >* rt m It IS most aptly I. 

Aa Run. r,ei ' * lftt un Indian eel by a look from 
J? Crab road. 

eound 1 '" ” , lcr uo»iHe re- Onnto Near 
cl®r i ’ ^* 0 f , gg* 5 Bfras leaves upon the esuhih 
Api? 1'uU'i 1 Indians for Run oIBlp there about 
§ 10 br uM ' • ar ds found at this poetess of Japan 
Aji nOOflds a 1 whether It was he 

on lilBl) «P" s , ed ™ mK ’ 

Frost jf f loftCO ]d locality. Numerous small 
•round r, .o|, L »etnd postoflloe. Pocalmoi as county 

I*meof* v )ber town and pos! Run. Cup Run 

F i^u(n»r a r Rll . er> KCarl ed *'>we r-aiural pl.e 
»H‘ " ®" ,’h® „ Mr Dennison, who /lesnlnR tie- u-ml i 
,|,out f ,el " nuptown, Maryland. » l.ullowtd Slone, 


# , "‘ ial . m nuerste*". Maryland » l.pllnned Hone, much may have 
mt ?'ftornad from the flr«t syla / rRapp.-a.ed 

W , DMoUon and Maryland, Den O . ihe head of Swairn creek there It 

b e Now Il.e Mle for the State tu- a Naiurai HririKe" rrnm.d by 
, s sanitarium for colored Hr#'un. of :he Urn.aTohUrabout fort 
be.culosis , feel | f . len K ht and Ufteen feel h'Rh. 

rTJ.r Mountain OvfrlnnklnR the under whl h the srrea.,. fl ,ws This 
levels of Pocahontas Ooumy. and a >' lf, p *n » '-ry • united country m 
part of Droop Mnunllan BattleOeld lhe Fortst 

First wlllrd and named by Henry But day Lick Run and Mritday 
Mtssli.blrd at the beginning of the LIck Run about half mile apart a* d 
Huh ctniury. (Prices f 1 Is*orical »* • n-Hn below Mirllninri. trlbuta 
Sketches, page 110) Messlnblrd was a »> »• Grt-n brlei Riv**r fn m the e .tM 
iljui of mystery wboseemed to be *'de near ihe Bn tidi nf $» 4 go Ufrek 
well educated, a classical scholar;! In pinm-fi ri«i)s rl»*er lick** *i*>e fre 
hence the name, possibly, At his q iented on the-e stream-* and Uncifu! 
death lie freed his slaves, of whoui n«»m»*H given by i.uutera The its is m 
he had several I]e left Caesar one tradition t hat once a burner killed .♦ 
mountain, and to Vina another deer on Sunday at one nr these lick ; 
Mountain. Sunday hurtling w*b Imwned upon 

fbclhys Creek, Named for the by (tie early >e tiers, and the name 
plnmer Patrick Brutfey. who IIret Piven as an enduring r» pro. f Lens 
settled on the branch of Hills Creek R‘dge lie* b. l **vn Sunday and M*.n 
Numerous descendants live In the (1d > Licks, liurn Leri Monday, pioneer 

I _ _ a I * _ 1 . • ■ - • M 


Krtray. Abnut one hundrt*b 
ago i hi* name given loth** prMc.fli,}* 
fi. in lie Bible ctn Kdr*l t meaning 
powerful 'a place* Ur ruth fled M Thai 
It Is most aptly named will be reall* 
ed by a look from theEk Mountain 
road. 

Onoro Near by. w SS so narusd 
upon ihe establishment *of the p;»si 
dike there about fo»ty years ago for a 
poetess of Japan i do nut now recall 
whether It was her given or her sur 
name. 

Numerous small ere* ks and runs In 
Pot-blu nt as enunty. such as Span Oak 
Run. Cup Run etc , named from 
tome natural phenomena such as d 
/leaning ire* u*ed as a font bridge, or 
a hollowed stone, which may have 
f Huppi-ared 

On the head of Swagn creek there Is 
a Naiurui Bridge*' for and ny „ 
stratum of Shi* Hmi'sTora*rabout fort- 
feet In lenght and Ufteen feet h»gh. 
under whl h the stream fl »ws Tills 
bridge In In u very nigged country in 
t r.e I oust 

Suiday Lli-k Run and Mcnday 
Licit Run about, half mile apart a* cl 
* v» i n Hd belnw Marllntnri. trlbuta 
»y in Gre» i brlei Riv**rfnui the east 


the 


I r lg«B •.».* 
t«»d «t Vi... 


locullty hu. ter. 

S*v«go Crpek Tributary to the Rdmown A lumber M-itlrmcn- 
Greenbrier River, four miles below • »• S ..mptng ( r. * k near Mill P.dnt 
Murllriton, Word of Indian origin, developed by John R.ine, lumber 
p'chubly the siime Seneca derivation r0HU The mill Is gone but a seif* 
t* O'Wigo The valley In early days 11 i * , ' , S'amplrg Creek .» 

much fr.quenied by the Indians luibiHei.t m untaln hire^in w|»»oh 
eviciencid by several Indian Mounds f,n k8‘* win. reveih.raitm 8 M«P| 
ond Indian stone r» lies found in pro *•' '* 1 * »•*» ed h r a pn.rn *• rulfh g 

f l »®' n Slone (flint) for artifacts P ** 0l *» H.** n HI an o\*r^hui wie. 
oh!ttined from the limestone straLn ►hll i» m-«ing Slumping Cr.ek le .u, 
on thUcreek. — ol, “ wo by. was the stamping gr und for tit-' 

D'i'«aj Hranrh of Cranberry Riv buDal0 - 
rr ,r * the Rliick Forest. One of those Sug-ir Cr»*k Trlbu»ary to Wil- 
hn' n'u 6 lfX Bmienshe Hut** M * ms 1,1 " v Mo- ong*h* J- N- 

11 wards. IleiifnrsuM In. Link* Fores! N in*d luiilieprjfu 

-'-gl. lug Rough, all branches nf hU) ' I he I ices pi the «ng.,i n hj* • 


for * 1 ^ 


lllngf.il* 


»"k T»amd 


Hitler. Ho m-m 


png* ; w|,o*f 

» '*a ».t HuiiCDurrpn t|d% C rr» li *b 
, *! r ^'i-hiifcion tig* a-pr^ther o* 
| j4 ”"b Wnrwtck (l740-it!2fl) my 
k’laiidfsiher three »»m vr». •*i.u w«b 

u notrd i Hncj ot4fief fcl(d j nrtUn ^ cou 

Pot'al’OhtB* and Ra'h c untie* 
lit* resided h\ dtflerent ilm*s on Jack 
h r,t lRv*r i ear A*rcri Springs «nr1 

i l c,ov ** r Lick on Clover Creek on 
oreenbrler River.. 

Luritnore, on Sltllngtons cm-k «p 
undoubtedly named for L»rd Dun 
Ui'-re u.i* Uai Colonial Governor of 
> irginU. After the Revolution, be 
c&uie of perrons! unpopularity of lh e 

m emery of Governor Dun more repeat 
ed move* Were midc to change ihe 
name, but It has nerahtH none the 
Ir * ,a,er r®srs two cIMr-n* of 
^ a* name of Dunn umi claimed 

at lhe name was coined from their 
) dnt names, and Price so elates In 
history of lhe county. However the 
place ttus knowti as Dunmore 
J n Ptfe-Revulutlonary [\aitt, be 
in/ the file of Jacob Warwick's fort 
ori or near by Deer Creek. 

Price Run. Enters Greenbrier Rlv 
er at Marlint 011 west side: also Price 
Hill In the tame locality Home of 
the Price family, The original Le*D 
survey (1751) acquired by Jacob War 
wick and settled by his daughter 
Nancy and her husband Major Wll 
lam T Poage about 171*0 The sur 
vey, (5-10 acres comprised the whole of 
Hie situ of the present county teat 
Marllnton William Thomas Vrld 
author of Prices Historical Sketches 
nf Pocahontas County, born here 
July 19. 1830, and died at the plac. 
where he was born January 15. 1921 
aged ninety years. The Hill and 
stream named for the Price Place i» 


now occupied In par* by myself. 


on thU creek.. un,B,lone * lralH 

er 1 ,uaru ^ °f Cranberry Rlv 

f ‘ . ' One of those 

i u , I. ' x 1 r ‘‘' Banenshe Hat** 

neUfursanm. L.ule 


— * i t-'uorsur I in, i J |iik* .. *. 

^“*gh. Liig Rough, all branches nf * ,w * ° f I he l fees pM hr sugar nap* 

IIJ*'' >l,t * r,v er. hrouglit here by ih» *‘P ,C '* S * 

of u!'- K.V'' mnv , frr ' ln M, ddie Fork Te» C»e**k. Alan trlhuta v >n Wh 
the mi T) , * , l , f ,rlp 3 r Liver coufiiry Not»- H«m> Rner A clear stre»*oi fl - A *'P 


Fox , V 1 * 4 recorded ny 
Moun.aL U,e * of lht 

b. II.X " f •'* mm I 

l-oni.i illri ' * nd ,n l n *. r Poc» 

iPanitd ttl.o„/ J ' f ^r**#»nb»ler wp 
I'vrinips overt i * ' Bring and 
'“Boberi M.nnV'n ll,L, | K ' l!,,l Rr * nt 
A,m ‘ r| cuu Evolution. U * r wf l,K 


■ • • Bl— !»• * VI • » ^ w ’ * * w - V- l 

uni of a den** spruce lore**iv Tb* | 
♦ Cdlmei»t»ry r'G.H»silv on •limi'it fom: | 
"rnl” ill fi 0 Ml |*w 

the wg»* r in lls bed a*» a«.b»t i*ul«*r. I 
A tamed irou* ** *> n * 

w«*. (jr w Pod* m M> 
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West Virginia Leads in Percent- 
t age of Native-Born White 
I Population 

. ' RESIDENTS WIN W ORLD FAME 

First Battles of Revolution and 
| Civil War Fought in Borders 
—Leads in Glass Output 

An historical sketch of West Vir¬ 
ginia, Including each progressive step 
from the time of Virginia’s secession 
during the Civil war, was given by 
B. Randolph Bias, Williamson attor- 


rr m r?, Uro ~ a com P a nies their genera 
counsel Cornwell to Baltimore A 

?***?• Fitzpatrick -to the Chesapeake 

Knight to the Virginian 

, Pj ^ rpont - who established 
Memorial Day,’ was a West Vlr- 

puan, as was Ann Jaryis, who 

g™?*, ;t Iother ’ s Day.’ Altxande? 
Vade, father of the graded school 
system, was a West Virginian, as 
was Alexander Campbell, founder of a 
great church. 

"To literature, poetry and history 
have furnished such people as 
David B. Strother, known in civil 
war times as Port Grayson; Daniel 
IB. Lucas and his sister, Virginia 
Lucas, Fannie Kemble Johnson. Dr. 
John P. Hale, Governor George W. 
Atkinson, Governor William A. Me- 
Corkle, William S. Edwards. Virgil A. 
Lewis, William Henry Foote, Hugh 
Maxwell. Bishop George W. feterkins 
and Dr. James Monroe Callaghan. 

'‘Thomas Dunn English was a resi¬ 
dent of Logan county when he wrote 
that immortal ballad, “Ben Bolt/’ 
“Leslie Thrasher, one of America’s 
best known artists and illustrators, 
is also a West Virginian. 

“The rural free delivery mail sys¬ 
tem was originated by Hon. W. L j 
Wilson, a West Virginian, who was 
postmaster general under President 
Cleveland. 

“A West Virginian now is the head I 
— *-army. A West Vir- I 


- -—COIUCUL 

g„ i—c c*Uu # presided at the nice ling 
and the program was sponsored bv 
the Civics department, of which Mrs. 
Douglas W. Brown is chairman. The 
business session was omitted in order 
to giy e Mr. Bias time for his address, 

‘ tSi. \ Lrginia," which has received 
widespread notice m the state. 

u‘ as ls a prominent attorney 
in ViLiamson, being former assist- 
, 8111 Prosecuting attorney of Mingo! 

wlT f '\r, an . d , Iorrner President of the 
™ State Bar association. 

foE-s* ^ Afternoon, in part, 

rivu 651 yi rglnia was born of the 
U ' 1 * ar because that part of Vir- 

, which now constitutes West 

retaST* WaS l0yal 10 the Union and 
re. used to secede. 

Descendant* From Colonists 
Ls fi* ty-five counties hnv*» t trpn- I 


tv.fivn tK. — v wiuiuco nave iwen 
and 1 ^n USand square miles of are 

A* ° r *** bes 

dustr» le are honest - truthful, in 
S w ^-abiding and God-iear 

anlitf^?*™ decended tro m the col 

nme t.nn ^ Blnia ’ <^hty-nine am 
••in. -tenths per rent r*f 















West Virginia Leads in Percent¬ 
age oi Native-Born White 
Population 

residents wInworld fame 

First Bottles of Revolution and 
Civil War Fought in Borders 
— Leads in Glass Output 

An historical sketch of West Vir¬ 
ginia, Including each progressive step 
from the time of Virginia*! secession 
during the Civil war, wa* given by 
B Randolph Bias, WUlitinzou attor- 
jtc)*, "before an unusually large audl-1 
rnce of rncmtjers and gursis of the 
Hunlh^ton Womans club at the 
niontfrv general meeting this after¬ 
noon a 2:30 o'clock In the club house. 

Mr?. Karl C. Prichard, president 
o! the club, presided at the meeting 
and the program was sponsored by 
Uin Civics department, of which Mrs. 
Douglas \V. Brown is chairman. The 
btislne. 1 ? session was omitted in order 
to give Mr. Bios, time for his address. 
-West Virginia." which has received 
widespread notice in the state. 

Mr. Bias is a prominent attorney 
in Williamson, being former assist¬ 
ant prosecuting attorney of Mingd 
'countv and former president of the 
West Virginia State Bar association. 

Kls address this afternoon, in part, 
follows: * # . 

• West Virginia was born of the 
Civil war because that part of Vir¬ 
ginia which now constitutes West 
Virginia was loyal to the Union and 
rtluscd to secede. 

Descendants From Colonists 
•‘Its fifty-five counties have twen¬ 
ty-five thousand square miles of area 


line railroad companies their 


counsel. Cornwell to Baltimore A* 
Ohio: Fitzpatrick "to the Chesapeake 
A: Ohio and Knight to the Virginian 

"Juua Pierpont, who established 
‘Memorial Day/ was a West Vir¬ 
ginian. as was Ann Jarvis, who 
founded ‘Mother's Day/ Alexander 
Wade, father of the graded school 
system, was a West Virginian a i 
was Alexander Campbell, founder of a 
great church. 

"To literature, poetry and history 
we have furnished such people as 
D.ivld 


Strother, known in Civil 
war times as Pori Grayson: Daniel 
B. Lucas and his sister. Virginia 
Lucas. Fannie Kemble Johnson, Dr. 
John P. Hnle, Governor George W. 
Atkinson. Governor William A. Me-, 
Corklc, William S. Edwards. Virgil A. 
Lewis, William Henry' Foote, Hugh 
Maxwell, Bishop George W. peterkins 
and Dr. James Monroe Callaghan. 

"Thomas Dunn English was a resi¬ 
dent of Logan county when he wrote 
that Immortal ballad. "Ben Bolt/* 
"Leslie Thrasher, one of America’s 
best known artists and illustrators, 
is also a West Virginian. 

-The rural free delivery mail sys¬ 
tem was originated by Hon W. I* 
Wilson, a West Virginian, who was 
postmaster general under President 
Cleveland. 

"A West Virginian now Is the head 
of the American army. A West Vir¬ 
ginian is at the head of our national 
air service and a West Virginian was. 
In 1924. the nominee for president of 
the United States. 

Streams For Power 
"We have, today, eight thousand 
pftbllc schools, fourteen thousand 
ttachers and spend for them, twenty- 
five million doilars. Wc have more 


thau two hundred high schools today 
while in 1870 wc had none. We em¬ 
ploy fifteen hundred high school 
teachers and have more than twenty- 
five thou.*,and high school student!. 

• When West Virginia university was 
established sixty years ago, it had o 
president. four instructors and prop¬ 
erty valued at fifty thousand dollar* 
Today it has two hundred instructor* 
uml property worth more than two 
million dollars. 

"West Virginia has wattT pownr 


funur.hmp aimer. JncxhftinUblr pos* 
slbimias Wc have I’nol c-nouvii to 

th«* r.TOlil «rUt» rw*l tat n MSh- 

tury and uncut timber on cur hUl* 
sufficient to lost for a ’.crag time. 

* We have produced oil of the high¬ 
est grade and pus enough to supply 
revrrel adjoining states. Annually we 
produce forty .per cent of the total 
produrtinn of ga? in the country lead¬ 
ing all states 

•'The largest conical mound built 
by a r-rthttVon: rare. U located at' 
Myundsvlllc. It b *crrnty-fjvt fee* 
high and Ita rhi rr.lrrrr.ee aX iU 
base i> bJO fret 

T?’* ft rs' brir.fc !r 

;*.* «w i*id in C’-ai^Jan tt 

irro 

•We i V'-i*A*a -r%tuer» tt~-t rl« T 

than ar.v wwt* o* **ith «-**•' * 
r.r>..n Cl Jil f timu* * 


• We hat* ib« 
of Ititlvr l i*r 
any ft*!* IR th 

b»prJ% C r * rvt« 





MEHALA MORAN McNEIL 


Mrs. Mehala Caroline Moran Mc- 

( | Ne i] t a ped 77 years, died February 
2. 1940, at her home on Swago. 
Though her health had been failing 
for some time her death was unex¬ 
pected. On Sunday afternoon her 
body was buried in the family plot 
in the Buckley cemetery; the ser¬ 
vice was conducted from the Swago 
church by Rev. J C Wool. 

Mrs McNeil was a daughter of 
the late John C. and Mary LaRue 
Moran. She was born in Grayson 
county, Va. She came with her par¬ 
ents to Pocahontas county in 1886. 
Of her father’s family there remains 
her three sisters, Mrs Matilda Auld- 
ridge of Buckeye, Mrs Lydia Slay¬ 
ton of Huntersville and Mrs Annie 
Collins of Charleston. 

On December 15, 1887, she be¬ 
came the wife of the late Charles L 
McNeil, who died about 20 years 
ago. To this union three children 
were bom—John, at home; Bennett 
of \ anderpool, Va. and Mrs Mary 


MRS LELIA BURR MOORE 


Mrs. Lelia Burr Moore, aged sixty 
three years, wife of E N Moore of 
Dunmore, died of a heart attack on 
Thursday, February 1, 1940. The 
funeral service was held from the 
Dunmore church on Saturday morn¬ 
ing by her pastor, Rev. Quade Arbo- 
' gast, assisted by Rev. A B Williford 
j Burial in Riverview cemetery, Ron- 
ceverte, Sautrday afternoon. 

Mrs. Moore was a daughter of the 
late J Austin and Miriam Hannah 
Burr, of Ronceverte. Her brothers 
are Leland, of Ravenswood, Leslie, 
( of Birmingham, Alabama; Harry* of 
Detroit, Michigan; Joe of Charles¬ 
ton; Rev. Quinn Burr, of Roanoke, 
Va, Her sisters are Mrs. Samuel My¬ 
ers of Corvallis, Washington, and 
Mrs H F. Jamison of Centerville, 
Ala. 

She is survived by her husband 
and their two children, Eloisc and 
• Ernest N Moore, Jr. 


i j * 9 

P. Turner, of Trinity, Texas 
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Vusln C*Wo: v\ : . • t t 

r’papcr wM *°° n k* turned In- Jacob’s *ecnnd*w|fc mas L'zxU H -r 

nvologio* 1 nugawWh abaugh. The b son was Conrad. wh» 

, W nce to the Inquiry of Mr married Bn*.belli Tucker Jacob 
a l>oiit JphnJ^ASCQ_J ]arness . 1 when an old man, left must of Ids ** 
,. e wi» a ^g rear graffthttn of tale to hi* son Conrad The daugh 
f l and*. Elisabeth Westfall Har ter© objrcted. so Conrad g.jvt« then 
700 1784 . Their eldest son. the estate In 1833 be made up a hu 
i John, born 172.7. died 1810, caravan and set out lor l.-nuti 
1 Eunice Pelt Ice,daughter of There li found line lands. He t<»ok 

Ids wagon train from the Knott 
Branch and went by way of Kentu * 
ky. There the family visited «.» 
month or six weeks with ihelr kin 
who had gone there before. Th« 
train was so Urge it took a week t< 
cross the Mississippi Rivet. Can 
Harness, cf los Angeles, California, 
who married Lillian, daughter of Dr 
and Mrs C L. Austin, formerly of 
Pocahontas County, is a great grand 
son of the ai istocrailc Conrad, ol 
M Issouri. 

. Conrad, son of old Michael, married 
Mary Yoakum. He aid his lamll 
were killed by the Indians. Return 
Ing home from chinch where his in¬ 
fant ha i been baptized (by sprink¬ 
ling. ©ays Rev. Shane ) an India? 
supped from tne woods lie took ti> 
the bridle the horse on which Mu 
Harness rode, brandishing his torn* 
hawk. Conrad c.nue lo the rescue ui 
his wife, and ti.*- Indian killed them 


who marnea ueurge v umuugnum; 
Catherine who married Isaac Cun¬ 
ningham. 

John and Jane Welton Harness had 
C. E : Daniel. Henry, George Wtu. 
Wirt, 1831*1908; who married Mary 
A Porterfield; Mastin. and Eliza 
beth, who married Bussau McMeech- 
am. 

George and bailie McNeill Harness 
had Molly, who married Jack Wil 
Hams; Ann Rebecca who married 
James Kuykendall. 

There is a wonderful mix r ure cf 
kin In this family. They ad came 
Irdw that garden spot of America In 
the South Branch Valley of the Po 
toruac 

r 

Beside the child John, old Michael 
and Edzabeth Westfall Harness had 
Elizabeth. 1727 1804, married Phillip 
P Yoakum: Barbara marritd Mich 
ael See; he died In 1794 They **err 
the parents of Adam S e, b >rn Sep 
ternber 19 1704. who married Marga 
ret, daughter of Major Jacob and 
Mary Vance vArwtok, of Pocahontas 
County. He and his brother, Michael, 
Jr., came from Hardy County to Ran¬ 
dolph County about 1790. 

Margaretta llarntSi u^irried An 
drew Trumbo and migrated to Ken 
tucky. Sc-e Shane’s Virginia and the 
Preston Papers, Wlscouzjn Utiiversl 


George. 1739 1823, married Eliza¬ 
beth Yoakum. They had children, 
among whom were Elizabeth who 
married Jack Hutton Mrs E F 
Crummell. 1873 Hillside R ad, E 
Cleveland. Ohio, Isa descendant. 

Michael Harness. Jr , man led Catb j 
erlne Van Meter 

These people plnr.ppred what is now 
Hardy County. K zibelh We-, fal 
H arness i-* said bv Van Meter in hb 
History of »=i*e V n^ettr family, to 
l ave been the first white won an i« 
have set fool in this part of Virgini». 

Georgianne Ihinhip Arnold. 

(Mr- E. C An. Id) 
300 West 8th Street, 

Roswell, New MtXiCO. 


Dorothy Harnrss married Samuel 
Horn beck and went to Kentucky 
See paper above. 

Adam Harness was killed by the 
Indians while cutting bay in Butur- 
n»Hk Plats now Harm County, about 
1745 to 1750 

Leonard married a Miss Hatch, and 
"ome say. went to Indiana Tins 
family had a noted ranchman, known 
as Colon* | Harness, who former!} 
JLed at Ponca City Oklahoma. 

Peter Harness married Su-att In* 
* et P They had a child: mother and 
child were kilhd b> Indians 

Jacob man led twice. 11U first wife 
Was a Pet ice Their children, Mart 







MRS. NAOMI VanREENAN 


Mr«. Naomi YanKcennn was born 
AutruH 20, 1872 and depart'd this 
life ot her home on Stony Creek on 
Sunday, April 7, 1940 aged 67 years 
i months and 18 days, following an 
J «Wess of six weeks of influenza and 
complications. Everything that lov¬ 
ing hands could do was done for her 
but God knew best and called her to 
ber eternal reward. She bore her 
suffering with patience and was re¬ 
signed to His will who doeth all 
things well. 

Mis. VanReenan was the only 
daughter of Francis M. and Rachel 
Galford McCoy. On December 21. 
1892, she was united in marriage to 
\\ illiam M. VanReenan who pre- 
•ceeded her to the grave six years 
ago. To this union were bom 12 
•children, all of whom survive their 
mother: Mrs. Mirl Tyler, Mrs. Lee S 
Barlow, Bernard, Lonnie. Gilbpert 
and Porter VanReenan of Marlin- 
ton; Dr. A. C VanReenan of Blue- 
field; Forrest VanReenan of Warren 
Ohio; Myrtle VanReenan of Hunt¬ 
ington, Hubert. Jane and Carl Van¬ 
Reenan at home. She is also sur¬ 
vived iby her brother, A. C. McCoy 
of Renfrow, Oklahoma, and 26 
grandchildren besides a host of rela¬ 
tives and friends. 

The funeral was conducted oh 
Wednesday afternoon, from the 
West Union Church, by her pastor. 
Rev. R. R Skaggs, assisted by Dr 
Malcom Sturm of the Marlinton 
Methodist Church, and she was 

4 

tenderly Jaid to rest beside her hus¬ 
band in the Cochran Cemetery on 
Stony Creek 

The esteem in which Mrs Van- 
Reenan was held was attested to by 
the large concourse of friends who 
attended the last rites, alto by the 
beautiful floral offering. The flower 
girls were: Mrs. Vance Livingston. 
Mrs Clarence Kellison, Mrs. Porter 
Sharp, Mrs Allen Sharp, Mrs Roy 
Dever, Mrs Eugene Simmons, Mrs. 
Harry Keene, Mrs. Ralph Elliott; 
Misses Annas Cole, Ethel Barlow, 
Betty Clny Sharp, Elizabeth Coch¬ 
ran, Norma Juno and Lucy Clair 
Kellison. 

The pall bearers were: Ralph Dil- 
lcy. Preston Duncan, Porter Sharp, 
Neal, Clawson and Jos&e Beverage. 

Mrs. VanReenan had been a loyal 
member of the West Union Metho¬ 
dist Church for many years, having 
been converted in early life, and 
she lived a consistent Christian life, 
loved by all who knew her. She wa« 
ever a devoted wife and mother, a 
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John M. Yeager ageci o* yea™ 
Sunday afternoon, April 14, 
For a year he had been in 
health, though up to within 
of his death he had 
in his practice. The 
of his death was paralysis, 
reality this beloved physician 
himself out in service of 


died 
1940 
failing 
.a few weeks 
been uctive 
cause 

but in 
had worn 
sick and ailing humanity. 

On Tuesday afternoon his body 
was buried in the family plot in Mt 
View Cemetery. The funeral was 
conducted from the home in the 
presence of an immense throng of 
sorrowing friends by his pastor, Djr 
H. Malcom Sturm, of the Methodist 
Church. The pall bearers were C B. 
Moore, Frank King G S CalliBon. 
Kerth Nottingham, Richard Cur- 
rence and Senator Fred C. Allen. 

John Moody Yeager was born at 
Bartow, April 7 1877. He was the 
second son of the late Brown M. 
and Harriet Arbogast Yeager. Of his 
fathers family there remains his 
four brothers, Walker. Sterling. 
Bruce and Paul; his sisters, Mrs 
Brownie Gatewood and Mrs Texie 
Carroll. 

In 1902 Dr. Yeager was united 
in marriage to Miss Mollie Smith, 
daughter of Captain A E Smith. To 
this union were born four children: 
Guy M of Amingo; L A of Frank 
lin; Mrs Elmer Smith and Mrs W E 
Adlung, of Washington D. C. 

Dr Yeager was graduated in 
medicine at Louisville. Ky. in 1901 
and for 39 years has practiced his 
profession 7n Marlinton. He had a 
large practice, which reached to 
every walk of life. To rich and poor 
alike, his sympathizing heart went 
in his passion to heal sick and 
broken bodies. No one will ever 
know the good this beloved physi 
c, an did for it should be said he* 
uorc* hi?; life away and shortened 
hi* days in service to sick and suf- 
,,inr humanity. Blessed with a re¬ 
markable personality his circle of 
' ' ' <l:i was wide for to know him 
Wa * to love him 

“Know ye nol thut lh j B dnv n 
I-rc-al and good man haB fal i on " 


CHAPTER XI 


THE GREENBRIER VALLEY 

I jm combining Pocahontas and Greenbrier counties in 
this chapter, so that I may consider this entire region 
as a single unit. This great valley which is paraded on 
the cast by the Alleghany mountains, is a wbnder- 
land of majestic beauty, and geological history. Here 
are to be found plateaux of surprising beauty and fer¬ 
tility. with scarcely a stone on them. While over against 
them are mountain walls with limestone strata 500 feet 
thick. Under some of these limestone mountains arc 
small caves from which flow streams large enough to turn 
a mill wheel. Mineral springs of various kinds, alum, 
sulphur-white and blue, nationally known since the days 
of George Washington, for their medicinal virtues are 
to be found in this region. 

To climb up over rugged limestone strata for five or 
six hundred feet above the river level, and come upon 
a beautiful plateau of many square miles in area, dotted 
with fine farm houses and fertile fields: then to climb 
a thousand feet higher to the crest of the mountain, is 
an interesting experience. Then from that mountain 
height look out over the great mountain ridges that re¬ 
semble huge blue waves on a boundless ocean, one gets 
a thrill that dwellers on the lowlands can never know. 

I shall never forget the thrill of this mountain top view 

as my vision took in the vast sweep of panoramic beauty 
that lay before me. 

I o one accustomed to the crowding and jostling of city 
streets, the felling of "elbow room." which is so force- 
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hilly expressed in our state motto. "MONTANA 
SEMPER LIBERI." you experience 
and glory. But I must forbear, and proceed with The 
story of the Church in this wonderland of natural 
beauty and uncounted wealth. 


Just when the Methodist Protestant Church was first 
introduced into the Greenbrier Valley, there are no records 
to show. But as early as 1842 there was a well organized 
and prosperous circuit in this valley. On the roll of the 
quarterly conference were the names of many of the most 
prominent, and influential citizens of these two counties 


BETHEL CHURCH—BUCKEYE 

Perhaps the oldest society in Pocahontas countv, is 
at the Bethel Church in Buckeye, a small village a few 
miles down the valley from Marlinton. It is related that 
when the first Methodist Protestant minister came into 
this community, he was refused the privilege of preaching 
at the same place where M. E. ministers had been holding 
services. Whether this was a private house or a meeting 
house is not related. Mr. John Buckley, not a church 
member, invited this new preacher to preach at his home. 

1 he invitation was gadly accepted, and a housefull of 
people came to hear this “new kind of Methodist.” 
preach his first sermon in that community. Thi people 
were so well pleased that a number of unconverted men 
went to work at once and built a log house in which to 
hold services. John Buckley donated the lot and James 
Rogers rived the shingles for the roof. 

As soon as the meeting house was completed the new 
minister held a protracted meeting and many ot the men 
who had helped to build the house were converted, and 
became charter members of the society that was formed 
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at the close of the meetings. While this revival was i n 
progress seventeen young people left a prayer-meeting at 
the M. E. Church and attended the revival services. For 
this act they were expelled from the M. E. Church. 
When the M. P. Class was formed these seventeen and 
eighteen others, (33 in all) who had formerly been mem¬ 
bers of the M. E. Church, joined the new society formed 
at the new log church, then known as Buckley Church, 
but now called Bethel. 

The oldest records show that Bethel church had more 
than one hundred members in 1853; among them were 
many of the most prominent citizens of the community. 
The Overholt. Buckley. McNeill. Rogers and McKeevcr 
families were leaders in the society. Old Bethel church 
has given to the conference two itinerant ministers and 
a few local preachers of ability. Rev. Dr. A. L. MeKeevcr 
and his half brother, Rev. Moore McNeill, were members 
here. Three ministers wives have come from the member¬ 
ship of Bethel church: Mrs. Rev. D. S. Boggs, who was 
Sabina Laishley Buckley, named in babyhood for Dr. 
Laishley’s wife; Mrs. Rev. M. M. Everly, who was Miss 
Overholt; Mrs. Rev. B. M. Mitchell, who was Miss 
Elizabeth Frances Pennell, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Pennell. And I am of opinion that a few more 
young ministers could find eligible young ladies in that 
community who would make fine ministers wives. 

Joshua Buckley. Jonathan McNeill. James Rogers. 
W.lham Aldrige, Nellie Rogers. Elizabeth Fleming, Ruth 
hce oily Kce. Angelme McNeill. Lucy Buckley, and 
I oily Buckley were some of the early members at Bethel. 
George McKeever. ‘'Aunt Nancy McNeill." Mrs. Pennell, 

■ Jrs. and Mr. W.lham McNeill and John Buckley and 
wife are among the older members now. 
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REV. A. L. McKEEVER. D. D. 

modious, frame building, and very creditable to the 

commumty and to the Methodist Protestant denomina¬ 
tion. 

The Greenbrier Valley has produced many able and 
distingushcd ministers. And to old Bethel church at 
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Buckeye, belongs the honor of having given to the-We,, 
Virginia Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
one of its prominent and successful ministers, who f nr 
more than forty years was active in the work of th c COn r 
ferencc. 

Dr. McKcevcr was born July 24. 1844. He united with 
the Methodist Protestant Church at Bethel in 1866 and 
was licensed to preach by the quarterly conference of the 
Pocahontas circuit. He was admitted to membership i n 
the annual conference with that famous class of 187) 
six of whom served as presidents of the conference in sue 
cession: B. Stout. A. L. McKeevcr, D. G. Helmick. D r 
Weese. J. M. Conaway and E. J. Wilson. 


Brother McKecver served many of the leading charges 
of the district, including: Harrison. Lewis Gcorgtown 
Buckhannon, Marion. Mt. Morris and Flcmington cir’ 
cutts. He served two years as president, and was seven! 
ttmes a delegate to the General Conference sessions He 
preached his first sermon on Beaver Creek. 

Dr McKeever married Miss Sarah Young. One of his 

r he D M bcZ „ McK r r is a 

M. fc. Church, and famous as a lecturer. 


DROOP MOUNTAIN CHURCH 
ui». i“ £ “ d '“ tht k bas ' ° f 

which L ont of tb r bea “ tif " 1 

w a .ho„ M „d ab b rr g or ,his chap,e '- '■ ■* »«■ 

down the valley for L 3nd extcnds U P and 

beautiful and fertile farms^ "’ll”' S ° mC ° f thc mOSt 

ln the state are located here. 




H * 


r he ClT **nbrtfr Vallry 
Rising f rom , hj|| , 

-1-usnnd fee, high, i. Droop Mounum ^ * 

George Brown W<,S organs3 *d by Dr. 

the Pittsburgh conference, and *"“***' * 

visit to this circuit when ho „ k ' ng an °W»cul 

Ri ^ w llktr w Zzns\zrc ?*'-*- 

*n a private home near where the ch, k bW " pr€ach,n * 
Cochran and wife Solomc- r V^ hurch s,a nds David 

McKeever. Elizabeih Hoover Sd John 

cbsrtcr members. The church was burl, M '4 >l, * h I“ *»< 

ce of Rev W . w . Blakc jn Is5e “" “<^ *e p»or- 

structure, bavins a PA |], rv s 3 P^ ain fra mt 

which ihe colored £p 7^ * "* - » 

lumber in this buiUing we, ,1, T 'I* T1 “ 

pulpit i s • g 311 hand-worked. The 

P bu,l ‘ m across the platform. 

r. corge Nestor was pastor here in 1845 _his sec 

He slyTon! r “«<• i” <h» commumiy. 

seys ol hn pastorate Ihere: "The firsr yea, w c heed 
n a room in the second story of old mother Elizabeth 
Morrison-s home. This house had been one of the 

"® P \ Tl ° f BlSh ° P A$bUry 3nd Joshua Soul E P wbo 
traveled here before he was made a Bishop. MoTl^ 

Moms in 845. was a pious and intelhgent wtlow 

Morrison y rh” °r ***’ W ' th h " husband - Andrew 

Richard w n" V,ng ' A - T - Mornson - son of bOT - 
R.chard Williams and Thankful his wife, son-in-law 

•tnd daughter, and Moses Perkins were among the first 

reformers in that region. Notwithstanding thc strong 

and near ties the Morrison families had to the M. E. 

- nirch. they left and became forerunners and original 

members of the Methodist Protestant Church in old 
Greenbrier county.” 
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Methodism is as old in this valley as any place in 
America, and seventy years ago the Methodist Protestant 
Church was the leading denomination here. But it 
makes one feel like we imagine the ancient Jews felt 
after the return from Babylon, when he looks upon the 
shadows of a departed glory. 

The Rev. George W. Barrett was a native of this com¬ 
munity. His wife's brother, Jesse Barrett, was a member 
of old Droop church. George Brown Cochran, born in 
1842. was named for Dr. George Brown who organized 
the Droop society. Dr. A. L. McKecver. was named 
for Rev. Alfred Lister who was pastor here in 1 843. 

VIRDEN VALLEY—FAIRVIEW 

The Virden Valley society was formed about the close 
of the civil war. Services were held in a log school 
house until 1882 when the present church was built by 
Rev. G. W. Barrett and M. L. Smith. The church is 
located about one half mile from the school house, and 
about seven miles north of Marlinton. on the C. & O. R 
R T he location is ideal for a country church, which may 
have suggested the new name. Fairview. The Freil and 
ohnson families were prominent members of the early 
organization and Hanson Sharp. Mrs. Hule Sharp and 

sr.:.rz.“;... 

NELL CHAPEL—BRUSH APPOINTMENT 

which'is'trul^a'mosTblmTT ^ ^ great " LevcIs -" 

lot upon which the church T'™ ° f C0Untry ' The 

Neel, and the church hi l^ ' S U ' ' W3S donatcd b y John 

It » a log house cl; "" nanwd in his honor. 

e- ceiled and weatherboarded. A galery 
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rcar ,n wh *ch the cole 
. stations in these h 
large number of slaves w er 
" 8 the early members here 
d , W 'f e - Moses McClung j 
. Wlfe ' John Neel and 

ry and Martha Farnswonh J ° hnSOn “ 


exienos across the r 

There were many fine pla 

civil war. and a 
planters. Amc 
Lowdermilk ar 
Lowdermilk ai 
Cochran and 
Sha 


CHURCH 

held a meeting and or- 
ng Creek, about 5 or 6 
‘It a good house of wor- 
‘ PS dedlcate d this church in 1915 

fficial capacity as presi- 
Jrch was named Rock 
geological significance 
limestone mountain in 
its name. 


In 1914 Rev. D. T. 
ganized a good society 
miles from Neel Chapel 
ship. Dr. J. J. Phi]] 
when he visited the cir 
dent of the conference. The 
Camp. The name may have a < 

The creek issues from under the 1 
tbe form of a big spring, hence 

waf; m tb D C r TfZ rZ'cLZ H ‘ ,m T e th “ Kb 

„ , , H KOCk Camp society, having beer 

nZ ‘ hc ministry of h,s «"■ d t 

Harp. The present membership is about twenty 


SUE CHAPEL—LITTLE CREEK 

1 he society on Little Creek was organized by Rev. 
George W: Barrett in 1865. Sendees were held in an 
old log dwelling that had been fixed up and used for a 
school house. In 1872 a log church was built. (1 have 
a fine picture of the log church). Moses Perry and wife. 

John F. Perry and wife. Rev. Thomas S. Colter and wife, 
were charter members. 








building or a church if the conference would 

enough money to complete the building. The coi 

accepted the proposition and in I 924 the buildi 

completed and dedicated by Rev. J. E. Bums an 

W. H. Hart. It is a very neat chapel and large enc 

serve the needs of the society. The new churc 

named Sue Chapel, in honor of Mrs. John F 
deceased. 

The Rev. Thomas S. Colter was a charter mem 

4an . Ig,n i S ° Ciety ° n Litt,c Creck ‘ now known 

ndTh 10 {T JnCnCy of this soc,ct y is now a 
nd the outlook for the future is 


SLAB CAMP 

T h IS is a small society still worship! 
^ ,S ^ d on the Mountain top 
f Wo °d^nd church. The firs 

11 % hom ; of Al,m M( K « r . 

H ' M2 - Rtv - Ctarfa T. 
ety ' Henr V Coulter and wifp 
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very small. mbers. The class is mil 


T ,. , Wo °DLAND CHURCH 

his church, like Neel ChaDel i 
these great Plateaux in a fine ^ '• , ocated ° n one of 

This plateau is about a thousandZZh C ° mmunu >’ 
level, and the view from h cet above the river 

“•tt* ‘■S3 o°;„ p r:: h R r k h ,a 

stood at Fort Sill. i n Oklahoma and looked at L 
tant mountains. I have rested under th.- M i * 0 5 
of Canada and looked out over the Great Lakes \ndl 
have walked amid the Blue Grass of Kentucky, bm l li t 

fold d UP ° n 3 m ° re ' nSpirin 8 scene ^an is here un- 

ev^d ,h° VOUr CnrapCUrcd V,sion as V° u turn your gaze to- 
ward the setting sun. 6 


Woodland church is situated about four miles from 
Remck station on the C. 8 O. R. R.. and on the road 

bv Z M Z o Ck - ThC bmlding " ° Wncd 
rl u n 0d,St Protestant and Presbyterian Churches 

he M. P. society here was organized by Rev \V T. 
Bosley, who held a revival meeting in a shop at the farm 
ol J. T. Gabbert who had been a member of the church at 
Neel Chapel, and when he moved into this new place 
he invited Brother Bosley to preach at his home. Brother 
J. T. Gabbert and wife and four of his sons: George 
Lowdermilk and several others were charter members. 

The Woodland church was built in 1917 under the 
pastorate of Rev. James H. Lough. Dr. Hutson of the 
Presbyterian Church and Rev. J. H. Lough, pastor of 
the Rcnick circuit M. P. Church dedicated this partner¬ 
ship building in 1917. 
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MAY CHAPEL—ANTHONY'S CREEK 

This is the only appointment of the Huntersville 
circuit where there is a church building. It is located on 
Anthony's Creek, just across the line in Greenbrier county. 
The society at May Chapel was organized in 1908. and 
in 1909 the church was built under the pastorate of Rev. 
B. N. Simmers who was pastor of the newly formed 
Huntsville circuit. When the organization was formed 
it was parr of the Little Creek circuit, of which Rev. 
Jacob A Perry was pastor. William May. in whose 
honor the May Chapel was named, was a member of the 
old log church on Little Creek, before the new society 
was formed on Anthony's Creek. Rev. M. L. Smith 
married a daughter of William May in 1882. 


BEAVER CREEK CLASS 

This society was formed as early as 1865. and has 

worshiped in a school house ever since. There have been 

some great meetings held at this place, but the society 

ta never been able ro build a church, [t may have been 

poverty. or lack of enterprise, or possibly want of en¬ 
couraging leadership. Y Cn 


Plan'll' tu!f CKeeVe V Pr , eaChCd hiS fim Sermon « ‘his 

said h P I t L ng me thls first attempt to preach, he 
wear eithe'r suspend Cmbafra . Ssing cx P c ™nce. He did not 

of waistC s c r : e g^t : ho : days ' th ; 

binder part of his mnr/ xirl , 3P S<?Wed on the 

« ‘he beginning of the service" th knee,Cd d ° Wn t0 ^ 
broke, and when he arose he ’J'' ? ° n h ‘ S trousers 
them. While the audien . V3S m danger of losing 

a P'n from a brother pf ^ SmgUlg he tried to borrow 

mother. Pins were scarce, and none was se- 



1 he r,ri ‘enhru r Vaileg 


" v- auey 

one han«Mn "a pocket'by° which ” S®*o keep 

falling down. Now** 

'7 d VOUn 8 fc 'low t ry i ng Io preac h J°" * 

bold his pants on at the same L? v ' rST «<f 

go. along ' This little incident” to r d U h maV f knOW ^ 1 

of any young man who may have h ' he ***** 

he made his first attempt to preach' " embarrassed 

CUMMINS CREEK CLASS 

z ? h :zi from 

been organized for a annrl US namc It has 

in a school house. m3ny >CarS ' bul slil1 w °r*hips 

s <ho:rh;; s ?r;r, m B r n „ s f “ ou H i,n -v-— 

P'-sau, Hill Z S'2 

cHw:;; h r; ^ £ £ 

bu, CrPr r C b, b |‘ he and S 

Still worships in a school house. Y 

« 

CLAWSON CHURCH 

T his society at Clawson was organized by Rev How¬ 
ard Underwood in 1908. and the church, which is a 
neat frame building was built under the pastorate of Rev. 
D. T. Tharp in 1909. Rev. John A. Perry is a leader 
in this society. The Clawson church is located on the 
C. Etf O. R. R., about five miles north of Marlinton. near 
I horny Creek station. 1 he parsonage of the Marlinton 
circuit is located at the Clawson chimb 
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SEIBERT CHURCH 

A society was formed here a few years ago, and a 
good church built by the Presbyterians and Methodist 
Protestants jointly. Rev. W. T. Howsett. a local minis¬ 
ter organized the society. He and his family and David 
Dean and family were members here. There are still 
seventeen members at Seibert, although the Seventh Day 
Adventists have almost succeeded in disorganizing the 
class since Brother Seibert moved to Marlinton. 

Bethel church in the suburbs of Roncevert has been 

sold, but the lot which is now valuable, is still held by 

the denomination, although the society which was or- 

ganized by Rev. J. H. Lough in 1902. has been disband¬ 
ed. 

I he Squires church located near the mouth of Spring 
Creek, has been abandoned since the death of Mr. Squires 

Mrs . , Dr A F • Hess, and Mrs. Dr. A. C. Blake were 
neighbors of Mr. Squires, and attended that church 

HOP \ Cb r hl ° f the Roncefort circuit, located 
about three miles from Roncefort on the east side of , hc 

Rev r w U Tn ‘t ,ntJonccJ 3ho lt was built in 1908 by 
Rev. W. T. Bosley pastor of Roncevert circuit 

THE OLD QUARTERLY CONFERENCE 

In order to give the readers some idea of the nromi 

descant Church 
history. I here make r JT 8 “ r,y years of its 
the old quarterly conference minutes.* ^ ^ 

° f "* con. 

-ompton was pastor in charge. Members 
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of the quarterly conference were- n 

I.am Perkins. James Moore Jesse U ‘ Mfy ' Wa * 

shaw. David Gibson David nt . hran * Joh n Brad 

J R. McCorkle. WiMUm cLZt !r- G ' M ‘ N '"' 
Johnson. Robert Rogers James V Gay ' Wllliam 
Hogsett. Isaac Collins Abraham r ^ Joh " M. 
In reading the "ALori ca |Abel Adk.ns. 

County." by William T. Priced | foZd 1 P °‘ ahon,as 
were among the most nrnmi « • C 11at I )CSc men 

of the county at that time. ^ mflucnt,al citizens 

Some of the early pastors who preached in i, 

were: Rev. Richard Walker. Hcn y Luca r 
Compton George Nestor, Daniel R. HelmS' SS£Tb 
B olton. John Bolton. Dennis B. Dorsey I R m r 

Pet r'T PTr 6, OHVer L ° Wth ^ G W. Barren Dr 
cter T. Laishley. president of the Pittsburgh conference 

presided at a quarterly conference in 1853 at which nh 

were made .0 tail, .he church a, Droop Mo„„ “ T™ 

delegate was instructed to secure cither W B Rnh 

Z G - Z. fortt: 

“ " g ytar ' Thc inference records show that the salary 
P.-I averaged with the best charges of the dislnct 

After examining all of thc old records available and 
making a personal survey of all the old centers of denom 
inational glory and prestige in thc past. I asked many 
i k* older people for an opinion as to the cause of our 
loss of prestige and leadership, as a denomination, in this 
\ alley One very intelligent, though conservative man 
replied, A charge left for years without a pastor, and 
ilien supplied with an indifferent quality, is bound to 
fail.'' One zealous woman replied. "Other denominations 
have educated preachers in their pulpits and wc have 
Sand Diggers from Webster county." Thc most genet- 
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any expressed opinion was mar. no pastoral | eac j c 
during the civil war, and for some years after; th c ^ 
indifferent supply preachers, who were so f ar *u ^h* 
thc standard set by thc earlier ministers, that the ° °' 
lost their interest and hope for better things *” PCOp * 

WHAT IS THE REMEDY 

Knowing the history, geography, local conditions , i 
sentiment of thc people as I think I do. I am „ • cl 

suggest a possible procedure that may. i n the cou r "e of 

t.me, bring back to the Methodist Protestant Church 

some of its former prestige, and make it a power fo^r goo , 
in this valley. 8ood 

First: Organize this entire valley as a single uni, 
and put it under thc supervision of one of the L 

■"’ <l b ' SI or 8»" i “» among the ministers of'The 
co»fcrr„rc. Then supply as msny com f * 

ma y be necvsmry to properly provide service, for ell 0 
the appointments. 11 ol 

Second: Require the General Superintendent to live 
in Marlinton. whnrp .. r ;n_• ° ilvc 


^ rri, ory knee deep w„ h Metho- 

r~ *»TTz:izzV‘ m ' u 

« timr, oH lrg , hi „ g , jn / th P ^ 

nn J Wcst is able to do 

once aroused to action If We c ° ou ,° 

resurrect Morgantown, establish our- 

-innon. plant a great church 
rg. we can redeem ourselves in the great Green- 

kn °7 ° f no m °re promising field 
n work than in this valley. 

state of West Virginia. I know its 

■ 1 have traveled over its tern- 

now „s towns and cities. I know the character 

' citizens, and I do not hesitate to ex* 
-- conviction that, the greatest 
open to the Methodist Protes- 
inia. is in the Greenbrtcr Valley 
rge for this opinion. 


ui.m i-'roiestant literature 

But some one 
Very well, these 
tlist Protestant Church 
large things when 
save Parkersburg, 

selves in Weston and Buckha 
in Clarksbu 
brier valley 
for Church Extensio 

I am older than the j 
history and geography 

lory. 1 ki-*- 

and quality of its r‘* ’ 
press my sincere and honest 
and best opportunity now 
tant Church in 
And there is n 
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